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The Harbour Plaza Goli’ Clutr Pongguan affers

great golf and an tohyllic lakeside lifestyle.

By dfark ¢

SIS Coalres

The path

et of all, the inta gilsle brew of mind and m
determines s “form” — these elemems all conspine

= for dhe first ome, his

"W LUEURIONS CLUARGUSE AN 37-Hour, 1LGAT-VARD GO
COURSE ARE THE CENTREPIECE OF THIS 7,Mk-4CHE PROFERTY.
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THE (GOLF ACADEMY

arveniently dose to the main dubhouse,

the Marbour Plaza Golf scadenmy has a
I0yard open driving range, 16 covered
Hstrotwrf bays, namural grass tees, a generous
practice putting green, unesen lies, bunkers
ard mrgper greens. With night lighting and a
food and beverxge service, it caters to a
potfer's every need.

Under the direction of veteran Golf
Frofessiona] Martin Lai, beginners and expen-
enced players alike are guided towards playing
becrer, more enjoyable polf The Academy
imcorporates dedicated teaching bays with
full-lergeh mairrors, there's an alr-conditioned
classroom, irtruction videos, teaching aids
and video technology which enables stouders
to ase footage of their progress.

The Academy offers free Introductory
classes to Members and their sp 3z while
ran-members are also welcome o pardo-
pate for a fee

Wich dedicated clinics for children women
and men, there is no fster way to learn and
develop your game.

: ke
o In time, |1-.rI|.||'-- th

first Members will also act
adding another stitch 1o the

right claks

Location: Midway beoween Sherzhen and
Guangzheu, risar the ween af Heu Jie

Tirkss Car Farry (trave !

departs from the China H-:rngi-

Termiral {Kowlas

Termiral (FRC) from wh#rz there is a cour-
tedy bin (orovel tiema: 30 miruces)

By shutte bus: Thers are several pickup
peints in Horg Karg

as well a8 Treen Fu Yerg

Ferry Terminal. Flapers can book the shuttle
bus up pe pwe wesks in advance

Bookings and information: The baoking
office i3 open sewen days per week excapt
for FRC holidays. Members can book by
valephene (05 T&9) GAI-BOA0 (Club) ar
(852} 211 E [Hong Kong offi

aver the Internst at harbeerplazagolfchsb com
There is also an online weather informa-
Lt Adrvica,
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The Course unigue |E-hole combinations, Grasses

A potal of 2F holes incorpe- Total length s 10667 yards Fairways and tees —

rating three dstinct %-hole with a neswork of cart paths.  Bermuwda 419,
courses — The Lake course,  There is ane refreshment Gresns — Bermuda Tifdward,
Valley Course and Lpches kiosk per 9 hales as well as Rough — Bermuda Jackpar
Course — offer three rain shelters at key points, and Love Grass,

alised amemtion o every detzil for s Members ‘"'hcn F
which will dark eloud threatens l.‘IIJrin__ﬁ_ iE eodind, conles
Tl'm- evelap < 198 individes come by to offer umbrellas or a ride back o the ¢
AL the emd of car game we are handed refreshi
iy icwels by smiling staff. Our caddies ensure ¢
F'Hll'l.'ﬂ" decisions 'r\.||| h.. m:di-- s add maore in @ prder. Golf shoes are aken : v [ _|l".1|11n|:.
sles ar other Facilities 1; g 1i'-hlle we shower and change. There's the option of taking
The © NNy has thues far wiilised only 25% of | a st batly, Jacwzi o
acre halding, In the fumare, Members and their gues ¥ Back in the Gallery urant we enyoy onld refresh-
be able o take adwva niage | ference amendties, while menE, coder from the extensive lunch mend and, lllr-:':u|::|'|
shops, family recreational facilities and schools may alsa the windows, chserve players finishing their rownds. For
be developed. me, the experience has been a very “good wa ridemed
*Our kong-temn view is 1o promone o quality nessdential and [ look forward 1 the next one.
end and faciliibes, and io promiots il game af B IF
voil sheaild be played — in more idyllic surrowndings
rather than in a fac ¥le ernvironment as many golf clubs

TEaM SPIRIT

O day two [ play g round sith Golf Operations Director
have tended o do” cays Ko “We want cur Members o Tim Shaver. The American has a wealih of golfing experi-
heave g real q_rl'mp;e PETENcE, We warnl them o know each enee and e carves up the "L:'-"_'l'll."'E Course” with the
ather, be invelved and feel part of the communing.” authority and finesse of a hardened campaigner. The dra-
manic par-3 23nd, mmed Denible Delight, is a great exane-
|'||i- af the “ea: I'-ngey., Inl,i_gh par’ concep aof _gnll' de.'.|_gr|
and is e of the Harlbour Flaza's “signanare” holes, It plave
Parice over watser 'n.'hen rhe gnll’:r [T ke-.: |h= Conssrvaive

EXTRAORDINARY SERVICE

In a fasi-paced waorkd in which many clubs maximise iheir
aperational evenve through cad lire and shoter plaving
mmes, s @ luxury for rll:il,-':n; i be able wilk the
coume, While M & can opl e use goll cams, an the .
Harbcur Plaza Club they are mot mandaiory. Little Illt' ﬁIJJr'l ] I‘l-..1|l" and il s an ‘E’d"ﬂLd[l\.‘lI‘I 153 1.l|.l'-+:|".'
teiehes like this make a huge difference 1o the overall how this remarkable course can reward or punish an
SEpenence expert plaver.

*Exceplional Pemsonalised Service B our operating phi- Mexi up is a round with anoiher expern — Manin Lai, who
lnsophy,” 3 . “We try 1o he very attentive in catering is irn charge of the Golf Academy. Martin started his carser as
for every Mermber's need. I's caibeLliing we dea't just a caddy. Durin round he shows why he rmse thronggh the
1;|1|'r|-lh|||g we by o .lp|'||'|. 5 the team s e e of the firs el of Homg hong

Tor this end the Fac crnplovs higlly- trained saff, Ahinese o mamm pro. Over the years, he has helped tailor the
inchiding a Member Relaticns Team thai provides person- savings of conntless players, and mos Members: al some slage

THE FRO SHOP STOCKS EQUIFMENT AND ACCESSORIES WHILE CLUB-TRAINED CAIMFIES CaR OFFER HELPPUL ADYVICE AROUNDE THE COURSE.
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UNCOMMON GROUND

O ne of the joys of galf is the opportunicy o interace widh
the ermvironment. But few players appreciate the enor
mous effert that goes imo keeping a golf course i pristine
condition, or of the disasters nature can unleash.

Chris Maorton has the mammoth thsk of ensuring that
the Harbour Plaza Goll Course is as good as it can be. The
250-acre course is vulnerable to che perils of floods,
droughts, pestilence and disease. Martan, a Turf Manage.
ment graduace of top US schood Michigan Stace University,
must a|:l|:||pI ks substantial scientific knowledge to snsure
that it chrives.

Marton manages 80 graunds stafl, 5% of whom are dedicat.
&d o kxoking after the galf course, They ensure thao the 217
faireays (some |066F yards) are regularly mowed, Every
morning the greens must be cut o a precise
length, ranging between 3.5 and 4.5 mm,
depending on the season. & team of
mechanics keeps the mowers and other
machines running. Sand bunkers must
be raked and replenished, divats
filled, turf watered, trees pruned,
weeds routed and pin placements
changed. The cycle never emds.

Ciongguan’s bountiful climate
presents  specific  challenges.
Some courses mist surshe in
arid climes and thus nesd a lat
of watering. but at the Harbour
Flaza the dmllnngt 15 more Hke-

Iy to be an excess of water. The
rainy season can wreak havoc. Too
much rain and lack of sunlight can
present photosynthesis and  cause
the growing process to shut down b,

The water qualicy is s pure that it rebs .

the soil of nutrients, which miust be

replaced. In the dry sexson the course con- g
sumes a staggering L30-150 cubic metres of warer

per day, plped from the course reservain
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As owith all cowrses, chere are also coanstant threacs from
insects, weads and disease. From June through to September,
for examgple, army worms can march across the prass, leaving
a trail of devastation Mole crickets are another worry, These
feping creatures feed on grass roots and dig tunnels under the
turf. We'hen mumbers become too high. action must be taken
o prevent disaster Grass 5 wulnerable to many diseases.
Most wan t do much damage, but when conditions are right a
preen can be destroyed overndght.

“Weeds, defined as “plants out of place’, are the biggest
problem of all” says Morton ®In most environments weeds
grow in cycles, but in this climate they grow all year round

Morton pays very clase actention to safe environmental

practices. The course is managed according to
stringent  Integrated Fest Management
(IPM] procedures. “If we have a prob-
lem, we will not jusc go out and
spray. We will wait until a thresh-
ald i3 reached before we take
action. Then we will chosse
the maost effective, safesc
treatments ponble”
The lrvnurbd'u malntenance
facility has a dedicated
| “spill area™ where insect-
cides or weed killers are
mixed, "When we mix
chemicals, the fresh water
dralns are closed o ensure
that no texins enter the
water system,” Morton
explains.
The course is already o hoven
for varous bird species and other
creatures. There are fish in the
waterways and a few rquln in the

rough. In time Narton hopes ta introduce

other wildlife — swans or ducks perbaps —
but chere arene plans for an alligacaor

. |
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My first wiew of the Harbour Plaza Golf Club Dongguan
is froan the window of the Club counesy bus, Cur half-
hkour journey from the Fu Yong Ferry Terminal has laken
us gast the indusinal developments that diive prosgerity in
the region, through the town of Hou Jie and on into the
ush south China counteyside, We diive through the Club
fgales to the receplion area and are greeted by smaet. une
formed saff, Our bags are whesked away while we are
shown into the Gallery Restaurant for refreshments. The
wp from Hong Eong has taken just 90 minuees

O Courst

To tind out more about this golfing, pewel, 1'd been invited
by General Manager Kurt Michelsen o experience the Club
first hand and. as most golters would atiest, there's no bet
ter place to have a “mesting” than on the golf course itself
The lormat is well sspited 1o conversation, demanding
moments of intense concentration for each stroke inter-
spersed with periods ol relaxation time to stroll, talk
and enjon the envircament, (%he else but a golfer smdiss
the slope of a hill or the cut of the grass so intently? And
where else is the air so fresh?

In radiant sunshine we approach the firsi tee of the
Lake Course — pamed lyches Stan — & par-4 that is
bisected by a stream. My swing is somewhat agriculiural
and resulls o an unimpressive fiest shoc, B the handicap
system enables the very best practitioners to enjoy a round
with ordimary mertals and sull be competitive, Kurt hits a
blistering drive. His ball rouches down some 2150-phs
metres away on the soft green fairway, Our caddies
acknowledge his eftort = “good shot” and off we go.

As with his game, s0 1oo with his poby — Run has very
kigh standards. It is his misson o @ise eveney aspect of this
viung Golf Club developmen 1o superdative levels — e cne-
ale and maintain a deep-rooted ciliure of qualdy and service

After only two years in operation the Facalny is & mar-
vel. Designed by Robent Trent Jones [, the 27-hole, 1507
vard medern masterpisce is begeweled winh clear lakes and
silky greens, and textured with groves of lychee trees. With
the contours and chasacter of a classie, it is already rated
as one of southern China's premier championship courses

W plav a few holes then reach a high point on the
course. As we line up our pulls we enjoy panoramic views
i all directions, The clubhiouse is a bong ey off, froated
by undulating Faireays, and a large pond whose centre
picce & an animated five-metre-high fountain

To one side is the great glassy sweep of Hwang Gang
Lake. Across a fairway, beyond an explosion of wild flowe-
ers, is the Llaguna Yerona residential development.

Quanimy DEVELOPMENT
Set on the shore of the lake, the 431-umit Laguna Yerona
Fhase | Harbour Plaza Gollers” Yillas have been developed
as an integral element of the Golf Cluk envirenment, The
first phase has been hully subscribed and a second phase,
The Lakeside”, will go on the markel s=0on

While individuals can join the Goll Club for a fee, the
corg Membership are Laguna Vercns homeowners who
have bought into a facility which, with its leaby lanes and
lakefront vistas, offers them a sefreshing antidols 10 the
higherise lilestyles of Hong Kong, Guangzhon and
Shenghen

Crvners of these homes may enjoy membership of the
Golf Club as well as aceess 1o the Eesidens' Club, which
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boasts a restaurant, indoor and outdoor swimming pocls,
evimpasam, solarium, table tenngs, tennes, billiands, squash,
basketball, badminton, a golf simulator, and a children's
playground

In a hkighly competitive goll market, parent company
Hutchison Whampoa has paid careful anemion e devel-
oping and mainaining the nght straegy.

“The marmifaciuring becm in southern Ching kas led o
zome {¥] golf courses being been built in the region in a
relatively short tme,” Rum explains. “Unfosunately, many
clubs cannod sustain lull memberships and so can't atbord
1o close thewr doors 10 non-members, They have gone
away from the original intent, which was to be proate
and exclusive, As a fesull some existing members feel
shortchanged.

“mmvens wanting o pin a golf club should weigh up
the commitment of its management. Will this club contin
e Lo |'_|:'|:-1'-_:_|:_- the same level or enhanee the level of ser-

PR ISl
ol +

vice during the period of membership? Will the club be
arouind i 25 yearst

“Hutchison is committed to ensuring that the value of
membeships & maintained, That's why we den't allow
non=members to come n. We are torlly commilted to
ersaring that when vou make an investment with us you
benefil rol st in lerms of enjoying the facility, but also
that the investmem dossn't decline. There are very fow
clubs in southern China where the value of memberships
has ot declined, Al Hacbeur Flaza Golf Cluk we've been
very lough on mainining our exclusivity and therefone
the value of owr membership,

BUILDING & COMMUNITY

“Some golf howsing developments can be descnbed as ‘a
lot of latle boxes,” Kom adds, “ban our development s
modelled on those in North America. As wee move nlo the
next phase and ineo fumire phases, we're determined o

LAcUN a4 VERBNL IMNCOEPORATES 431 FURGFEAN-STYLE VILLAS AMD A RESIDENTS” CLURHOUISE SET [N A SHADY, WATEEPRGNT ENVIRONMENT. THE
FMHASE Ton DEVELPMEST Ciss PRISES 198 DELUKE NORTH AMERICAN-STYLED HOMES SCHEDULED POR COMPLETIEN [N FHASES DNTIL MFE.
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